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Benefice Wardens Report 2021

We all hoped 2021 would be a better year but unfortunately Covid continued to disrupt
the country. In spite of Covid figures rising and the interregnum continuing, most of the
churches managed to stay open observing the strict rules applied and this was mainly
down to the support from all the Church wardens.
It’s been very difficult to raise funds over the last couple of years. In the early part of the
year Jacquie Brown organised with Marie Evans an online body shop fund raiser and
very successfully raised £235. The 200 club continues to be supported although
physically collecting funds during the pandemic has been difficult and the draw for
prizes had to be delayed until all money was in. A £1,000 was made available from the
club to the general funds. Direct debits have been another useful source of income and
these have just managed to stay in line with our general expenses.
PCC and MAT meetings have continued throughout the period on Zoom which I think
most people have now got to grips with. This has kept the events and services well
planned and thanks should be extended to all those who play their part.
In July we had a visit to the Blaenau and Irfon Valley Parishes by Rev Tim Hall and a
group of pilgrims from TFM (Through Faith Missions) who were walking across the UK
and crossed our Parishes between 24th and 31st July. They arrived at Cynghordy
Church on Saturday 24th reaching St. Mary’s Builth on Saturday 31st July and stayed for
two nights in Garth Village Hall, visiting local homes and churches and giving healing
and prayers to anyone they felt called to meet on their paths along the way.
During the latter part of the year there were signs that the interregnum could be coming
to an end. Three candidates had replied to the advert for our ministry area priest and in
mid-August and early September interviews were held. Again due to Covid these were
carried out over Zoom, although I did have the opportunity to meet one of the
candidates during their visit to the area. After a lengthy process a decision was made
and the post was offered to one of the candidates. I’m delighted to say that the Rev
Canon Barry Pyke accepted the offer and has since moved into the area and taken up
the post.
I think we can at last look forward to new beginnings.
Thank you to all those who have worked so hard throughout this period.

Chris Fairhurst
Benefice Warden

The Irfon, Wye and Edw Ministry Area
Annual Vestry Report – Irfon Valley Parish
Climate Change Report 2021
On 14 April 2021at a Meeting of the Church Governing Body, Members of the Church in Wales
declared a climate emergency and agreed that an “urgent and rapid global response” to global
warming was necessary. Climate change was a key issue at the meeting of the Church’s
Governing Body in April. The motion to declare a climate emergency and commit to net zero
carbon emissions was brought by the Church’s environmental group, CHASE (Church Action
for Sustaining the Environment). It said, “We acknowledge that an urgent and rapid global
response to global warming is now necessary. We welcome the fact that solutions to alleviate
the climate crisis are widely available including renewable technology, sustainable transport
options and zero-carbon buildings. We support the decisions of governments, councils and
organisations across Wales to pass motions declaring a climate emergency and setting net zero
carbon emissions targets for their local areas. We should endeavour, through an action plan, to
reach a net zero carbon emission position for the activities of the Church in Wales as soon as is
practically possible.” All churches in the Diocese were asked to hold a Climate Change Service
and in September to ring out the Church bells. Michael Wargent rang the Church bell at St
Cadmarch’s Church

Picture of Michael ringing the Church bell at St Cadmarch’s, Llangammarch

Llanganten decided to reopen their church in Cilmery, after closure due to the COVID
pandemic, with a Climate Change Service on 20th June 2021. The Service took place, without
turning on the electricity and took into consideration how their carbon footprint could be
improved to reduce global warming.
Llanganten wanted to take a small step at their Church to take stock of their beautiful Church
and Churchyard and see what could be done to make sure it remains in situ for generations to
come. They aim to:
 Reduce use of plastics: bottles/glass, bags, flowerpots, floral tributes etc
 Re-use plastics and other materials as much as possible.
 Leave areas of the Churchyard as bee and insect friendly areas.
 Encourage insects and all nature and wildlife. A bug hotel was made and placed in the
Churchyard.
They hope to monitor this and check annually to see how much they have improved.
They asked the participants when they went home:
 For children: to ask Granny or Grandad to tell them one thing they used to do which
helped the environment that children don’t do now.
 For Adults: to think of one thing they could do to help the local environment (e.g. walk
instead of taking the car, plant a tree etc).
These are small steps today but, just like the parable of the mustard seed, it is hoped that from
these small acorns they will encourage oak trees to grow.
We are inviting all churches to join in and let’s see what difference can be made, however small
across the parish.
Jacquie Brown, Secretary of Irfon Valley Parish.
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Report for St Cadmarch’s Church, Llangammarch Jan-Dec 2021
At the start of the year the church remained closed due to the second wave of Covid infection.
Services continued online and there were also online Lenten courses organised by the benefice
and by the Diocese. When it became possible to have in person services once more, we
decided to reopen St Cadmarch’s at the end of April 2021 having updated our risk assessment
to enable us to hold Eucharist Services. Mask wearing and social distancing continued to be
essential requirements.
Our first service on April 25th was a Eucharist service led by Rev Mark Beaton Area Dean.
Subsequently we have continued with our pattern of holding two services a month, one
Eucharist service and one Morning Worship. We were delighted when regulations were eased
to permit us to sing in church again all be it with face masks in place. Since July 2021 the
church has been kept open at all times for visitors and for private prayer which has been much
appreciated. Our Harvest Service in October was led by Deacon Carol Jones with Guest
preacher Rev Carolyn Hall. Food donations were collected for the local Food Bank.
The wedding took place between Louise Peers and Joseph Workman at the end of October
2021. Louise had lived in Llangammarch as a child and had continuing associations with the
church as both her grandparents are buried here. This was a very joyous occasion with the bell
being tolled and the organ played.
At Christmas we held a Carols and Lessons Service which was led by Mike Perrett. There was
one baptism of an infant in October. There have been no funerals held in the church this year.
There was one burial in the churchyard where Chapel Minister Revd Brian Reardon officiated.
Services have been advertised through posters and through the Benefice website and as ever
we are very grateful to Dee Marshall for keeping this updated. The congregation has remained
small but fairly constant.
Thanks to all the members of the Worship Team who have taken services for us throughout the
year and to those in the congregation who have volunteered to read lessons and take
intercessions.
Church Maintenance
We are grateful to Giles Marshall for keeping a check on maintenance and ensuring the
overhead lights and heating are functioning.
We still have an issue with water entering the tower space which is under investigation and we
are trying to address this.
Thanks go to all those who help to keep the church clean and the brass polished. We are
grateful to Simon Fraser for playing the organ regularly.
The churchyard continues to be maintained magnificently through the efforts of a group of
volunteers and the appearance of the churchyard is greatly admired and valued by everyone in
the community.
We were delighted to hear in November 2021 that Canon Barry Pyke had been appointed as
our new Priest and that he would assume his post in February 2022.
Trudie Jordan
Church Warden
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Llanlleonfel Wardens’ Report

After a considerable break due to the Covid 19 pandemic, the church was reopened
and services started again with the help of visiting clergy and our ministry team. There
have been a couple of occasions where services did not take place due to unforeseen
circumstances.
SSE had arranged to install a smart meter in March 2021. However this didn’t take
place and a new date is still awaited for this to be completed.
The grounds maintenance has continued on a privately funded basis and the grass has
been kept to a good standard with the churchyard looking well kept.
There has been no work carried out on the fabric this year and the church remains in a
reasonable state of repair. There is work due to be carried out on the track leading up
to the church, a contractor has been appointed and works should be starting in early
2022. This will be part privately funded.

Chris Fairhurst / Mathew Wilson
Wardens
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Church Report – St. Afan’s Church Llanfechan 2021

2021 saw the return of monthly services in June on second Sundays of the month.
We have had one funeral of the late Jimmy Morgan formerly of Garth.
We would like to convey our thanks to our organist, Mrs Gaynor Jones, for playing the
organ at St. Afan’s Llanfechan.
A team of volunteers met in the spring to begin churchyard grounds maintenance
including grass cutting, pruning and painting. Throughout the summer of 2021
maintenance followed with a rota of volunteers being responsible for each month in turn
through to the autumn.
The church building remains in a good state of repair.
Plans are in hand for further works on the boundary stone wall.

Melanie Hardwick & Lorraine Davies
Church Wardens
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St Cannen’s Church, Llanganten, Cilmery
ANNUAL REPORT 2021
2021 seemed to be a very quiet year however church services have taken place monthly
from June. We reopened in June 2021 after the second COVID shutdown. The usual
church services were reduced from two to one per month on third Sundays. As the weekly
11am Joint Zoom Services were taking place across Irfon Valley and Blaenau Irfon
parishes, we reopened with afternoon 3pm services until Harvest in October but it was
decided to resume to 11.15am services from November onwards. The weekly Joint online Zoom Services on Sunday mornings ceased in July, except for months with 5th
Sundays, which have continued on Zoom. We are grateful to Rev Simon Mondon who
took a Holy Communion Service in August and Rev Leigh Spicer who presided over the
Harvest Service in October and Worship Leaders Jacquie Brown and Ian Baxter-Wild.
Food donations were passed to the local Food Bank from the Harvest Service.
Unfortunately, the planned Boxing Day Service with Reverend Leigh had to be cancelled
due to high COVID numbers in the local area.
Return to services, after closure in December 2020, recommenced in June 21 with a
Climate Change Service (see the separate Climate Change Report).
Worship Leader and Warden, Jacquie Brown, has continued the weekly Reflections set
up during the pandemic (with prayers and readings from the Church in Wales Lectionary).
These are posted weekly on the Irfon and Wye Ministry Area Facebook and web pages.
We are grateful to Melanie Hardwick and Dee Marshall for their help with posting these.
There was one funeral of Caroline Baldwin, held on 22nd October. There were no
baptisms or weddings at Llanganten during the year.
The Churchyard has looked stunning again this year with grateful thanks to our volunteer
Churchyard Team for keeping the Church grounds mowed and in such good order.
Special mention goes to our organist Gaynor Jones who has helped with mowing,
cleaning and also found time to make 4 new pew cushions for which we are very grateful.
We have some repairs to be carried out to the Church fabric in 2022.
We have done our best to keep the Church and its activities running during the
Interregnum, but we were thrilled to hear that Reverend Canon Barry Pyke and his wife
Sheila will commence in post as our new Vicar early in the New Year. We look forward
to welcoming them personally soon.
Jacquie Brown and Richard J Davies (Church Wardens)

