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Minutes of AGM of Tirabad Hall Committee 

Meeting held on Wednesday 3rd July 2013 

Present: - Jackie Jeffreys, Anthony Jeffreys, Teresa 

Pearce,  

Lisa O’Neil-Smith, Maggie Oliver, Helen Ambrose, Jean 

Smith and Byron Jones 

 

Apologies: - Lucyann Ashdown 

 

1) Minutes of the last meeting were reviewed and 
agreed. 

 
2) Election of Officers – Jackie Jeffreys said she 

was happy to carry on being Chair for the next 

twelve months. Teresa nominated and Maggie 
seconded, no other candidates came forward for 
the position. Anthony Jeffreys was also happy to 

carry on as Secretary for another year. Maggie 
nominated and Lisa seconded. No other candidate 

came forward. Teresa Pearce was also happy to 
carry on for another year, Jackie nominated, 
Helen seconded and again no other candidate 

came forward. The position of Vice-Chair was 
made defunct as it was agreed it was no longer 

required. Jean Smith requested to become a 
member of the committee and it was unanimously 
carried. The Declaration of Eligibility Form was 

given to her to complete at the meeting. 
 

3) Presentation of Accounts – Teresa presented 

accounts from 1 April 2012 to 31 March 2013. 

They had been audited by an independent third 

party. The gross income for the year was £5906, 

expenditure was £2155. Bank account as at 31 

March 2013 was £12907. Current bank account 

stands at £36885.32 as of 29 June 2013. This 

includes grant monies from Powys County Council 

for the renovation of the Hall. Everyone attending 

was given a copy of the accounts and mention was 

made that if anyone wished to see a copy they 

only have to ask. Teresa mentioned that it might 

be prudent to transfer as much of this balance as 

we can to a high interest deposit account to 

ensure the best possible return. This was agreed 

upon unanimously and Teresa was looking at 

which is the best account at the moment and will 

report back shortly. 

 

4) Update on Hall Renovation – we are waiting for 

Hugh the builder to report back to us with the 

best possible option for the asbestos removal and 

also with a start date. The plans are now at 

County Hall in Brecon for approval and we are 

waiting for a start date from the builder. Jackie 

advised that we really need to start thinking about 

emptying the Hall of all contents prior to 

renovation starting and asked everyone when they 

would be available to help. A notice had gone to 

residents asking for their help as well. It was 

agreed that on 16 July the Hall would be 

accessible for the day for anyone to go in and 

make a start. Everything needed to be boxed up 

and Lisa offered to store as much as she could. 

Hugh mentioned to Jackie that he thought the 

plans seemed to indicate polystyrene ceiling tiles 

on the false ceiling which we thought he was 



mistaken. Lisa was to check the copy of the plans 

she had and advise accordingly.  

 

5) Any Other Business – The Quinton rally is 

organised and there is enough cover Anthony advised. 

We had received a letter from the World Rally people 

advising that the rally would be held in North Wales for 

the next 3 years. However, there is an option that if it 

does not work out up there, it will come back to this 

area. This means a substantial reduction of income 

each year. It has been noted by a number of residents 

and committee members that there is no lighting on the 

pathway that runs from the old play area. There is a dog 

leg fence that sticks out and on very dark nights is easy 

to walk in to. Powys County Council have said that 

there is no money for them to pay for street lighting 

there, but they would do it for us at a fee of about 

£2000/3000. They would have no objections to the 

village getting their own. Anthony has looked at a couple 

of options, mainly solar powered, but prices were 

varying. He was asked to get a few differing options and 

prices to be looked at for the next committee meeting. 

The old play area was mentioned  as a few residents had 

been making the area very neat and tidy and a pleasant 

place to be by adding seats and flower pots/hanging 

baskets etc. The committee all remarked on how nice 

it looked It was noted this was a big improvement. 

Anthony  asked if the old surface could be removed and 

made safer. Gravel was mentioned as an alternative. 

However, the general consensus was that this would be 

more hazardous than the current surface. Byron 

mentioned that there was nothing much wrong with it 

that a good clean would not fix. Possibly replaced with 

turf would be the best option long term. The committee 

was asked if they would pay for a new surface. However, 

ownership of the land in question was looked at to 

ensure all legal positions were covered. The transfer 

from the Welsh Government legal documents were 

looked at but proved to be rather ambiguous as to who 

actually is the current owner of the land. The committee 

felt they needed to get legal advice first before going any 

further. If any monies are given, we have to be sure that 

all health and safety issues are fully appreciated which 

may involve insurance. The committee asked that 

whoever was responsible for the improvement of the 

play area, detailed costs would be provided before any 

decision could be made. It was also decided by a 

unanimous vote that any expenditure would be added 

to the already growing list of requirements that could 

only be fulfilled once the Hall had been renovated. It 

was mentioned that the bulk of the renovation money 

was grant aided with specific requirements about how it 

was spent which the Committee have to abide by. Thus 

it was deferred until next year to look at again. The 

committee have been asked to attend the Llangammarch 

Community Council meeting on 11 July which Anthony 

said he was happy to go to on our behalf. Lisa said she 

would be happy to accompany him. It is to discuss the 

payment we get each year from Llangammarch. A big 

thank you to Byron was given by the Chair, Jackie 

Jeffreys for the work he has done on the Church Wall. It 

has been very much appreciated. 

The meeting closed at 8pm with no date yet set for the 

next meeting. To be confirmed.  

 



No-one has come forward willing to collect the 

Grapevines so there are none to deliver . 

 

PLEASE NOTE :- 

There will be no access through the community centre 

grounds from the 21st August as the refurbishment will 

have at long last started .The gates will be locked whilst 

the work is going on.The asbestos is being removed and 

the builder will be going in as the asbestos is 

removed.Notices will be put up asking people not to use 

the paths that go through the grounds. 

 Anyone ignoring the notices and using the access 

does so at their own risk .The committee will not 

accept any responsibility for any accidents whilst 

the building work is on going.  

We have spoken to Powys Council and they have 

confirmed that the paths have to be closed during the 

refurbishment for health and safety reasons.We are 

aware this will cause some problems for some in the 

village but would remind you all it is a temporary 

measure.Once the scaffolding has been removed and the 

builder is not working outside we will try to arrange a 

limited access into the grounds, whilst the rest of the 

building work is on going, but the builder will have to 

be agreeable to this.  

During the refurbishment, if anyone would like to 

provide cakes for the builders please let either Jackie or 

Teresa know so that we are not all providing them at 

any one time . 

 

 

Tues 6th August. The feast of the transfiguration 
12 Noon at St. James, Llanwrtyd. A Communion service followed by 
bring and share lunch. 
 
Saturday 10th August 
Baptism of Emily Stocker at St.David’s Llanwrytd. 
 
August 11th. Pentecost 12 
9.30 am Eglwys Oen Duw (Congregational) or evening prayer at 
6.30pm 
9.30am   St.Cadmarch (HC)  
11am St.James  (HC) 
6.30pm Llanfechan 
A service to celebrate Anne Griffith, poet and hymns writer 
  
2-4.30pm Llanganten Church Fete in Cilmery Village Hall. 
 
Deanery Messy Church. Fun, food and worship. 
Thursday 15th at 3.30-5.30pm , Jubilee Hall, Llanelwedd 
Wear clothes for arts and crafts  
 
August 18th. Pentecost 13 
9.30  Eglwys Oen Duw (HC)  
11am St.James     ? Hall’s   
11.15 Llanganten  (HC)  
 
August 25th. Pentecost 14  
9.30 am St.Cadmarch (HC)     
11am  St.James  (HC)  
3pm baptism of Finley, Reuben, Alena and Olivia Lloyd at 
Llangammarch 
6pm Evening Prayer Eglwys Oen Duw 
 
Sept 1st. Pentecost 15 
9.30am Eglwys Oen Duw. Beulah (HC) Nigel and Carolyn 
11am  St.James, Llanwrtyd (MP) 
11.15  Llanganten, Cilmery (MP)  Mike Sabell 
11.15 Llanlleonfel (HC)   Nigel and Carolyn 
 
Sat 7th September 10am in Victoria Hall 
 Annual Church Bazaar  



 
 

 

Chocolate Scones:  

Chocolate Scones Recipe: 

160 ml  cream or milk  

1 large egg, lightly beaten 

1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract  

235 grams plain flour  

25 grams Dutch-processed unsweetened cocoa powder  

 100 grams granulated white sugar  

2 1/2 teaspoons baking powder 

1/4 teaspoon salt 

75 grams cold unsalted butter, cut into small pieces  

80 grams  dark chocolate chips 

80 grams white chocolate chips 

 

 

 

 

Preheat the oven to 375 degrees F (190 degrees C) and 

place rack in center of oven. Line a baking sheet with 

parchment paper.  

In a small bowl whisk together the cream or milk, egg, and 

vanilla extract.  

In a large bowl, whisk together the flour, cocoa powder, 

sugar, baking powder and salt. Using a pastry blender or 

two knives, cut the butter into the flour mixture until it 

resembles coarse crumbs. Stir in the chocolate chips. Add 

the cream mixture and stir just until the dough comes 

together (add more cream and/or flour as necessary).  

Transfer the dough to a lightly floured surface and knead 

a few times. Shape the dough into a 7 inch (18 cm) round 

and cut into eight wedges. Brush excess flour from the 

bottom of the scones, and place on the baking sheet. 

Brush the tops of the scones with a little cream or milk. 

Bake for about 18-20 minutes or until they are firm 

around the edges but a bit soft in the center. A toothpick 

inserted into the center of a scone will come out clean. 

Cool on a wire rack. Can serve with clotted cream or softly 

whipped cream. 

Makes 8 wedge-shaped scones.   YUM!! 

 



Caesar Salad  

Ingredients 

 

1 medium ciabatta loaf (or 4 thick slices crusty white 
bread) 

3 tbsp olive oil 

2 skinless, boneless chicken breasts 

1 large cos or romaine lettuce, leaves separated 

 

For the dressing 

1 garlic clove 

2 anchovies from a tin 

medium block parmesan or Grano Padano cheese for 
grating and shaving (you won't use it all) 

5 tbsp mayonnaise 

1 tbsp white wine vinegar 

 

Method 

 

1.Heat oven to 200C/fan 180C/gas 6. Tear the bread into 
big, ragged croutons or, if you prefer, cut with a bread 
knife. Spread over a large baking sheet or tray and 
sprinkle over 2 tbsp olive oil. Rub the oil into the bread  

 

and season with a little salt if you like (sea salt crystals 
are best for this). Bake for 8-10 mins, turning the 
croutons a few times during cooking so they brown 
evenly. 

2.Rub chicken breasts with remaining oil, season. Place 
pan over a medium heat for 1 min, until hot, but not 
smoking. Lay the chicken on the pan (it will sizzle if it’s 
hot enough) and leave for 4 mins. Turn the chicken, 
then cook for 4 mins more. Check if it’s cooked by 
poking the tip of a sharp knife into the thickest part; 
there should be no sign of pink and juices will run clear. 

3.Bash the garlic with the flat of a knife and peel off 
the skin. Crush with a garlic crusher. Mash the 
anchovies with a fork against the side of a small bowl. 
Grate a handful of cheese and mix with the rest of the 
dressing ingredients. Season to taste. It should be the 
consistency of yogurt – if yours is thicker, stir in a few 
tsps water to thin it. 

4.Shave the cheese with a peeler. Tear lettuce into large 
pieces and put in a large bowl. Pull chicken into bite-size 
strips and scatter half over the leaves, along with half 
the croutons. Add most of the dressing and toss with 
your fingers. Scatter the rest of the chicken and 
croutons, then drizzle with the remaining dressing. 
Sprinkle the Parmesan on top and serve straight away. 

 



Augustus for 'August' 

After Julius's grandnephew Augustus defeated Marc Antony and 
Cleopatra, and became emperor of Rome, the Roman Senate 
decided that he too should have a month named after him. The 
month Sextillus (sex = six) was chosen for Augustus, and the 
senate justified its actions in the following resolution: 

Whereas the Emperor Augustus Caesar, in the month of Sextillis 
. . . thrice entered the city in triumph . . . and in the same month 
Egypt was brought under the authority of the Roman people, and 
in the same month an end was put to the civil wars; and whereas 
for these reasons the said month is, and has been, most 
fortunate to this empire, it is hereby decreed by the senate that 
the said month shall be called Augustus. 

Not only did the Senate name a month after Augustus, but it 
decided that since Julius's month, July, had 31 days, Augustus's 
month should equal it: under the Julian calendar, the months 
alternated evenly between 30 and 31 days (with the exception of 
February), which made August 30 days long. So, instead of 
August having a mere 30 days, it was lengthened to 31, 
preventing anyone from claiming that Emperor Augustus was 
saddled with an inferior month.  

To accommodate this change two other calendrical adjustments 
were necessary: 

 The extra day needed to inflate the importance of August was 
taken from February, which originally had 29 days (30 in a leap 
year), and was now reduced to 28 days (29 in a leap year). 

 Since the months evenly alternated between 30 and 31 days, 
adding the extra day to August meant that July, August, and 
September would all have 31 days. So to avoid three long 
months in a row, the lengths of the last four months were 
switched around, giving us 30 days in September, April, June, 
and November. 

Among Roman rulers, only Julius and Augustus permanently had 
months named after them—though this wasn't for lack of trying 
on the part of later emperors. For a time, May was changed to 
Claudius and the infamous Nero instituted Neronius for April. But 
these changes were ephemeral, and only Julius and Augustus 
have had two-millenia-worth of staying power.  

 

We would like to send a warm welcome to Morag and 

Stephen who have just come to live full time in the village 

at the brown Foresters house. 

We hope that you will be very happy here in this lovely 

setting .  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In August 
 

HEAT urges secret odours from the grass.  
Blunting the edge of silence, crickets shrill.  

Wings veer: inane needles of light, and pass.  
Laced pools: the warm wood-shadows ebb and fill.  

The wind is casual, loitering to crush  
The sun upon his palate, and to draw  

Pungence from pine, frank fragrances from brush,  
Sucked up through thin grey boughs as through a 

straw.  
 

Moss-green, fern-green and leaf and meadow-green  
Are broken by the bare, bone-coloured roads,  

Less moved by stirring air than by unseen  
Soft-footed ants and meditative toads.  

Summer is passing, taking what she brings:  

Green scents and sounds, and quick ephemeral wings 

  

http://www.infoplease.com/id/CE002483.html
http://www.infoplease.com/cgi-bin/id/CE011472.html
http://www.infoplease.com/id/A0513270
http://www.infoplease.com/id/A0513270


 

St. David’s Church Fête 
 

Saturday 17th August  

1 pm to 4 pm 
 

Come and join us for a cream tea and spend a 

restful hour in the peace of this special place. 
 

A selection of art and craftworks will be 

exhibited by Art Off The Beaten Track. 

Artists, spinning demonstration, raffle, white 

elephants, second hand books, CDs and DVDs 

for sale, and a guessing game with a 

difference. 

All funds will be used to renovate our little 

church – the only Georgian church in 

Breconshire. 

We look forward to seeing you. 

 

For more information, please phone 

churchwarden Mike Lowe on 01591 610457 or 

Nicola Ratnett on 01591 610600 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
03730, 04687, 10987, 18833, 20121, 28392, 44543, 
50898, 57225, 
64537, 65345, 79074, 88973, 93327, 94024, 95486. 

Play area 

 

DIGI-SEARCH 

Find the hidden numbers - They may be horizontal or vertical 



 
 
 

If you have any traders that you would  

like to recommend and would like to advertise 

 please let me know I will include them on  

this page . 

 
 
 
 
 
Traders Page 

                          Electrician 

                                Jamie Morris : 

Mobile : 07929212465 

Small and large jobs 

undertaken 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
   

August Cryptic Crossword 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Across 
1. Bank employee, who can say (6) 
4. Balance found in muesli bran (5) 
9. Crumbling old places fell down (9) 
10. Not as old as that confused Reno guy (7) 
11. Plenty of land in tarmac resort (5) 
12. Opposed to poetry (6) 
14. Purloins duck between beginning and 
end of shifts (6) 
17. Last letter in some game (5) 
19. Tolerates some token duress (7) 
21. Alter code when moved (9) 
23. One of the Earps, sounds interrogative 
at first (5) 
24. Shuffle a paper then come into view (6) 
 
Down 
1. Sum up tall youth, essentially (5) 
2. Let cure become a lesson (7) 
3. Find a fish in a wee lake (3) 
5. Begins tantrum in a moment (7) 
6. Palindrome instrument (5) 
7. Found in large scale drama crowd (5) 
8. Hesitates to use spa turbulence (6) 
12. Committee on a ship (6) 
13. Evidence of injury, allow for redness (7) 
15. Shorten a river crossing (7) 
16. Serenity, sounds like part of something 
greater (5) 
18. Nobleman with ponytail is before his time (5) 
20. Grasp earnest weapon, essentially (5) 
22. High point found in octopus (3) 
 

 
 

 

 



Mike’s Bird Report 
 

Favourite Birds  How many is it now? 

Blackbird - Turdus merula 
 

An intelligent bird with a big personality. The blackbird is 

probably our commonest bird, having spread with mankind 

into just about every part of Britain. Its song is one of the most 

beautiful but it also has a range of sounds which are harsher. 

Notable is the sharp and urgent chip chip chip warning of a 

cat or other predator. The other day three blackbirds were 

lined up on our lawn chipping away fit to burst. I had just put 

out some of their favourite treats – sultanas – but they were 

not eating them. I’m sure they were telling me to come and 

move the cat that was hiding in the hedge. I did, and they 

wasted no time in feeding on those succulent fruits.  

 

One particular blackbird – he has a white feather in his wing – 

comes and looks up at the window to tell me to put out some 

sultanas. He flies away when I go out but soon comes back. I 

wish they would trust me. My mother in law could feed a 

blackbird with a sultana held in her mouth. She had a way 

with birds. One day we went to a wildfowl park and she 

spotted some penguins. ‘Oh! I like penguins,’ she said and ran 

towards them. In no time she was sitting on the grass 

surrounded by them. They clearly liked her too. 

 

Teresa tells me she saw three Jays in her garden. We’ve had a 

brief visit or two but nothing like the 14 we had in the garden 

a few years ago.  

There are fewer birds about just now, they are finding plenty 

to eat elsewhere.  

Let me know if you spot something interesting or unusual. 

 

 

 

 

Play area 

 

 

Paul Stevens has said that he would like to help 

renovate the play area for the “ Gardening Club “ 

if Helen can get it off the ground. He will speak to 

the club and do what they decide to make it a safe 

area .He has already “ blagged “ some free “ stuff“ 

that can be used in the area. He will see that all of 

the seating and the ground is accessible and it will 

be up to the Gardening Club people to tell him 

what they want.  

 

He has asked me to say that he felt it was a 

shame that all of the plants were removed as the 

area looked very pleasant and it was nice to see 

people taking an interest in the village. This area 

could become a haven for small wild life in the 

village… and also for us inhabitants…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gardening and wildlife club 

 

Most of us in the village have at least some interest in gardening 

and wildlife. You may grow fruit and vegetables or colourful 

flowers, produce havens for wildlife or places for your pets. Old 

church yards and grave stones are of course particularly 

interesting for rare species. A survey would be interesting! Dog 

walkers get a wonderful chance to see the wildlife and plants 

changing with the seasons in the surrounding countryside. 

Many of you have great skill and knowledge and we all like to 

learn and share our experiences. So I thought it would be nice, 

especially in the winter, if interested people got together once a 

month to share their experiences, show what they have grown 

and talk about what they have seen. We could share making light 

refreshments and some people may just want to look and listen 

but everyone would be welcome! We could also show photographs 

we have taken of wildlife and nature; watch films and discuss 

interesting or worrying issues. Does anyone else think that there 

are less bats and house martins this year? Has anyone noticed 

birds with that horrid fatal disease caught at shard bird 

feeders recently? We could even do things to improve the 

wildlife and look of the village, even very small things all add up 

to help. The field by the village hall is a fantastic wildlife 

meadow I wonder if getting it listed as part of the SSSI would 

be a good idea? 

As a club we could take out (for a very small amount of money) 

public liability insurance to cover the old play area for a shared 

garden as the one that some people had made was lovely though 

they were understandably concerned when they heard they 

would be personally liable if any one got injured on the lovely 

displays they had made and so had to remove them.  

If anyone is interested or would like to talk about this idea 

please see Helen at Number 1 or phone me on 610560.  

 
Tirabad weather report June 2013 

This year we have had about half the average rainfall for June 

and considerably less than the rainfall we had during June 2012. 

The total monthly rainfall for Tirabad was 53.5mm, Llanwrtyd 

had 64.5mm. This is compared to over 90mm which we had in the 

first week of June last year. If fact we had no rain at all from 

May 30th until June 11th. The wettest week was from 10th to 16th 

with 23.5mm (Llanwrtyd had 35.1mm)  and the wettest 24 hours 

was from 9am Friday 14th to 9 am Saturday 15th when we had 

7.5mm. The wettest day in Llanwrtyd was Sunday 23rd to Monday 

24th when they had 11.2mm but we only had 6.5mm. 

As for temperature we have had some nice sunny weather with 

the temperature briefly reaching 31.7oC in my garden on June 

19th. Mostly the temperature has been about 20oC max in the 

day. Nights have been generally warm with the highest minimum 

of 11.7oC occurring on June 30th accompanied by muggy damp 

weather. The coolest night was on June 25th when the 

temperature dipped to 1.2oC. We have not had a frost this 

month.  

The bluebells have mostly finished flowering up the woods and 

the foxgloves have now started. It has been a particularly good 

year for buttercups.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


